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New buildings create new base fire safety methods

By: Lt. Col. Mark Lynskey
179th Safety Office

Thereisalot of construction recently
on base. Operations is getting ready to
moveinto abrand new building. Plansis
moving into the wing building and their
new office broke up the‘normal’ rat maze
flow inbuilding 422. | know you arewon-
dering where | am going with this.

My point issimple. New buildings
and changes to our existing buildings
bring new pathways and new emer-
gency exits, new fire pull boxes and new
fire extinguisher locations.

Those lighted signs over the doors
that direct usto thefire exit are basically
avisual training aid. Why do | say a

training aid? After goingintheold
security building with our fire depart-
ment, on my hands and knees, you
soon realize with alot of smokeyou
will never see one of those signs
except maybe at the beginning of a
fire. If you aren’'t lucky enough to get
out early, | hope you already consid-
ered your primary and alternate route
soyou candoit “intheblind.”

How many of you now reading this
article can readily tell where your
nearest fire pull box and fire extin-
guisher arelocated? For those of you
in abuilding where you have been for
awhile, | doubt very many of you
could readily identify those areas
without asearch. If afirestartsin

your building or office and you want to
be the hero and find the extinguisher to
contain the fire; while your panic level
isrising, can you find that recessed
location? Yes, in many new buildings
and some old ones, we try to place the
fire extinguisher somewhere out of the
way so we don't interfere with the
aesthetics of our beautifully designed
government buildings.

My final pointisthis...even for those
of uswho have long since become
familiar with our local rat maze, occa
sionally we should remind ourselves
where the nearest fire pull box, fire
extinguisher and alternate locations can
be found.

Céll phonesand gas
pumps a danger ous
combination

Reprint - October 2002 Torch magazine

Heed warnings! Some lessons are
best learned without the experience.
Cell phones and gasoline don’t mix.
These three incidents were reported at
gas stations.

0  While pumping fuel, acell phone
placed on the trunk of the car rang. The
car caught fire from fumes emitted from
the tank.

0 A man got hisface burned while
talking on the phone when refueling his
car.

0 A cell phoneburned aman’'s
trousers — the phonein his pocket
rang while refueling his car.

How did it happen? The keypad or
ringer apparently produces asmall
electric spark ... enough to ignite petrol/
gas fumes. These incidents could be
avoided.Keep your cell phone
switched off at gas stations. If expect-
ing an urgent call and the phone can’t
be switched off, keep it in the car. Don’'t
answer acell phone when fueling up.

Basic training opens
chemical warfare facility

By: Airman 1st Class Amanda Currier
37th Training Wing Public Affairs

Timesarechanging, and Air Forcebasic
military training isevolving with them.
TheAir Forceunveileditslatest addition to
BMT last September at Warrior Week
encampment site: anuclear, biological,
chemical and conventional warfaretraining
facility.

“Theaddition of thisnew facility will
ensurethebest possibletraining for our
airmen facing uncertaintiesintheworld
today,” said Brig. Gen. Fred Van Vakenburg,
Jr., commander of the 37th Training Wing.

Warrior Week, whichwasoriginally
established about threeyearsago, gives
traineestheopportunity togointhefieldto
get ataste of what it would belikeina
wartimesituation.

Now, theweek includestrainees passing
through the NBCC training facility, allowing
themtotest theintegrity of their gasmasks.
Troopsenter one of thefacility’ stwo 400-
square-foot seal ed chambersinfull chemical
warfaregear. Onceinside, they are exposed
to substance similiar to pepper spray,
knownasCSgas.

“Traineeswho are not wearing their

Members of the Ohio ANG tour the Warrior
Week camp at BMT in January 2003.

masks properly will smell aslightly
peppery odor and experienceteary eyesand
arunny nose,” said Capt. David May, 737th
fieldtrainingflight commander.

Oncetraineeshavebeeninsidethe
chamber for afew minutes, instructorshave
them removetheir masks, sothey canget a
better understanding of how well their gear
really works, hesaid.

“Thisfacility givesairmen confidencein
their gear.” May said.




